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Grade Four Harvest Scavenger Hunt 
 

This scavenger hunt is about harvest time in our part of the world.  We have put the 

names of the display areas above the questions to help you find the answers.  Take your 

time, observe, have fun and good luck! 

 

Winning The Prairie Gamble Exhibit 
Go all the way down Boomtown Street to the right of the train station where the 

“Winning The Prairie Gamble” exhibit begins. 
 

 

The West and the Railway 
Train Station 

1. Trains are very important to towns and to farmers.  After harvest ends, why are 

trains so important to farmers? ________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Take a look at the machinery that is being hauled by the train.  Much of this 

machinery was built in eastern Canada and the United States.  Look at the Sterling 

Threshing Machine.  Without touching it, can you tell what it is made out of?   

__________________________________________________________________ 

Does it look like a combine that is built today?  ___________________________ 

 

 

Machinery Row 

Across from the train there is a row of different types of tractors and machinery.  

Many of these machines helped to change the Saskatchewan prairie into valuable 

farmland for many farmers. 

 

1. The binder was a labour-saving machine for many farmers at harvest time and 

was powered by horses.  What is the brand name of the binder that is on display? 

__________________________________________________________________  

 

2. Today tractors need gasoline to make them run.  During pioneer times fuel, such 

as gas, was not always available.  Looking at the tractors on machinery row, what 

could they use, instead of gas, as fuel to make their tractors go?  ______________ 

_________________________________________________________________-

__________________________________________________________________ 
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The Settler Experience 
Continue to make your way through the exhibit.  In this section you will learn about 

some of the struggles and experiences many Saskatchewan farmers had as they 

started to settle their new land. 

 

First Nations Farming 

1. After harvest, farmers would sell their products in order to buy new supplies for 

their families.  There were some farmers who could not sell their products as 

easily.  First Nation farmers were not allowed to sell any of their agricultural 

products they made without what? _____________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Wheat For War 

2. During the First World War, Saskatchewan farmers were not required to go fight 

the war overseas.  Instead they were asked to help fight the war from home.  How 

did they do this? ___________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

  

King Of Wheat 

3. Find the King Of Wheat display.  What is the name of the World Championship 

Wheat developed by Seager Wheeler of Rosthern, Saskatchewan?  

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

The Optimistic Years 
The 1920s were a time of prosperity for many farmers.  Crops were getting bigger 

and new machinery helped make farming easier. 

 

1. To the right is a row of machinery.  What did the Caufield Stooker do for the 

harvest that was helpful to farmers? __________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

  

2. An Agricultural Fair was a great way to celebrate your success on the farm.  

Farmers would bring items from their farm to display at the Fair.  Can you name 3 

things they would display? ___________________________________________, 

________________________________ and _____________________________. 
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The Great Depression 

The 1930s were plagued by drought, wind, and hardships.  Saskatchewan farmers 

struggled to get by and many moved to different locations in the province or moved 

out of the province. 

 

The Dirty Thirties 

1. Farmers during the Depression were very lucky if they even had a crop to harvest.  

List three things that caused damage to crops and caused many farmers to worry 

about. ___________________________________________________________, 

_________________________________________________________________, 

and ______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Shadows & Light 
Things started to look up after the Depression for many farmers.  During the 

Second World War farmers were asked to help the war effort by raising animals and 

grain for food and by repairing and recycling old farm machinery.  A big change also 

came to the farm when farms got electricity. 

 

Less Wheat, More Pigs 

1. During the war much of the wheat that was harvested sat in grain elevators with 

no one to sell it to as Germany had invaded most of the countries that Canada 

sold wheat to.  What was something that the government did to help with the 

large amount of wheat? 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________  

 

Machines That Changed Saskatchewan 

2. Move over to the display stand in front of the orange Co-op combine.  The 

postwar period was a time of change, especially on the farm.  Farms received 

electricity for the first time which allowed farmers and their families to do 

more than ever before.  New machinery was also introduced and many farmers 

were able to purchase these new time and labour-saving devices.  What harvest 

machines do farmers use today instead of binders and threshers? 

________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

3. To show just how much changed in farming during this time, look at the 

display stand in front of the combine.  After reading it, how many combines 

were there in 1926? 

________________________________________________________ 

How many combines were there in 1951? ______________________________ 
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New Challenges & Opportunities 

The future of farming and harvesting is forever changing and evolving.  What we do 

know is that the industry will keep going no matter what steps in its way. 

 

A Cab With A View 

1. Have you ever sat in a modern combine cab?  If you have time, visit our combine 

cab and try “The Great Saskatchewan Field Test.”    
 

Gathering The Crop 

2. Name three different machines that are needed to harvest a crop. 

_________________________________________________________________,  

_________________________________________________________________, 

and ______________________________________________________________. 

 

Value In The Fields 

3. Wheat was the crop that made Saskatchewan famous.  Over the years new crops 

have been introduced.  What are some of the new and non – traditional crops that 

are grown in Saskatchewan? ________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Inland Grain Terminals 

4. Wooden grain elevators were a common sight on the prairies.  These elevators 

were where farmers took their grain so it could be shipped by train to other parts 

of Canada. Over the years, wooden grain elevators were replaced by new, larger 

elevators.  What are these new elevators made out of?_____________________ 

  

A Year In A Day 

5. Sit down and enjoy a short film that shows one year in farming.  This film shows 

farming a long time ago and today.  Can you name three things that have changed 

in farming over the years? ___________________________________________,  

_________________________________________________________________, 

and ______________________________________________________________ 
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Go to the Transportation Gallery 

Go back to the entrance into Boomtown.  Turn right and you will see a 

doorway into the Transportation Gallery where our old cars are kept.  If you 

walk straight ahead you will see a very large harvest picture.  Go into the 

room where the picture is.  

 

1. Look at the large picture on the wall.  You can tell it is harvest time because there 

are stooks in the field.   Horses were an important part of farm life.  There are 5 

horses in the picture, one in the barn and two having a drink of water.  The other 

two horses are working.  What are they doing?  ___________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. At the back of this room are a number of portable steam engines.  These engines 

provided the first non-animal source of power on the farm.  Find the Stevens, 

Turner, & Burns engine.  Where was this engine manufactured? ______________ 

__________________________________________________________________  

 

Walk past the old cars to the end of the Transportation Gallery to the display 

called “Plains, Trains and Other Things.”  . 
 

 

Farm Life in Miniature 

You will find a display called “Farm Life in Miniature” which shows how farms have 
changed over the years.  

 

1. Look for the log house.  Behind the log house there is a threshing machine and 

harvesting is taking place.  The grey buildings behind the threshing machine are 

called “cook cars.”  What were they used for and why were they so important for 

a harvest crew? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. As you near the end of the farm life display, you can see some modern machines.  

What is the name of the modern red and grey threshing machine near the large 

building in the corner? _______________________________________________ 

 

3. How is grain hauled on a modern farm? _________________________________ 
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Grade Four Harvest Scavenger Hunt Answers: 
 

The West and the Railway 
Train Station 
1. They hauled grain to other parts of Canada and around the world. 

2. The Sterling Threshing Machine is made mostly of wood with some steel and leather 

belts.  It is different from today’s combines because it is made of wood.  Modern 
combines are made of steel. 

Machinery Row: 
1. It is the McCormick Grain Binder. 

2. Straw or wood could be burned in an engine/tractor.  The heat from the straw/wood 

combined with water would create steam to power machines.  Some tractors also used 

kerosene. 

 

The Settler Experience: 

First Nations Farming 
1. A permit. 

Wheat For War 
2. They fought the war from home by growing as much wheat as possible for the soldiers 

overseas. 

King Of Wheat 
3. Marquis Wheat – This wheat was a major breakthrough for prairie farmers as it ripened 

more quickly than other wheat.  This was a great help to farmers who were concerned 

about early frost destroying crops. 

 

The Optimistic Years: 
1. Grain sheaves were carried from a binder to a hopper where they were mechanically 

compressed into stooks. 

2. Items that would have been displayed at an Agricultural Fair are: 

a. Livestock 

b. Farm Machinery 

c. Stationery Engines that helped generate power on the farm 

d. Grain such as sheaves of wheat and oats 

e. Preserved fruits and vegetables such as pickles and jams 

f. Baking such as cakes and pies 

g. Eggs 

h. Plants such as flowers and garden produce 

i. Handicrafts such as quilts 

 

The Great Depression: 

The Dirty Thirties 
1. Farmers worried about: 

a. Soil erosion, drifts of dust blowing away topsoil and the wind.  These all meant 

that there was not good soil to grow crops in.   

b. There was not enough rain to help the crops grow.   

c. Grasshoppers and gophers would eat or dig up the crop that did grow. 

 

 
 



 7 

 

 

Shadows and Light: 
Less Wheat, More Pigs 
1. For the first time, the government paid farmers to plant new crops and to not plant wheat.  

They also limited the number of bushels of wheat that farmers brought into the grain 

elevators.  They encouraged farmers to grow other crops and to raise more pigs and 

cattle. 

Machines That Changed Saskatchewan 
2. Swathers and combines. 

3. 6,000; 43,000. 

 

New Challenges & Opportunities: 

A Cab With A View 
1. If you have time, sit in our modern combine cab to see what it is like.  You can try our 

“Great Saskatchewan Field Test” too. 
Gathering The Crop 

2. Swathers, Combines and Grain Trucks are all needed.  Farmers also need steel bins and 

storage bags for storing grain.  Grain augers help move grain from trucks into grain bins. 

Value In The Fields 
3. These crops include: 

a. Canola 

b. Pulse crops such as chickpeas, lentils and field peas 

c. Oilseeds such as mustard and flax. 

Inland Grain Terminals 
4. Concrete.  The first concrete grain elevator, or inland grain terminal, that opened in 

Saskatchewan was in Weyburn in 1976. 

A Year In A Day 
5. Things that have changed in farming over the years include: 

a. Using tractors instead of horses and manpower. 

b. Using combines at harvest instead of threshing machines. 

c. Because of the new, larger farm machines, fewer people are required to help with 

harvest today as compared to pioneer days. 

d. Large grain trucks are used to haul grain today. 

e. Concrete inland terminals have replaced wooden grain elevators. 

f. Computers are used to track weather and field conditions. 

 

Transportation Gallery: 

1. The horses are hauling hay or grain from the field.  They are pulling a hay rack. 

2. London, Ontario. 

 

Farm Life in Miniature: 
1. The Cook Cars were used for making meals in the field.  This meant the farmers did not 

have to leave the field during busy harvest time as their meals were close by.  It was 

important that the farmers and helpers were kept well fed so they could keep their energy 

up during a busy time of year.   

2. A combine. 

3. With large grain trucks. 

 
 


