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Welcome to Christmas at the Western Development Museum! 
 
 
Let the warmth of an old-fashioned Christmas and the gentle spirit of the season 
wrap you in peace and contentment as you journey back through time to a 
Christmas long ago. 
 
Our early pioneers made as much as they could themselves.  They grew their 
own vegetables, raised their own chickens, made their own clothes, grew their 
own grain and more.  They also made their own toys.  Any spare pieces of 
material, wood, string ... could be fashioned into a rag doll, wooden train and 
many other things. Other toys might be bought from stores in town or ordered 
from the Eaton’s or Hudson’s Bay Company catalogues. 
 
Come stroll down Boomtown Street to discover the similarities and differences of 
toys then and now. 
 
 
  



 

 
Telephone Operator’s House 
With many miles between the farm and the nearest town, Saskatchewan settlers turned to 
their own talents to create Christmas gifts for their children. 
 

1. On the parlour floor is a wooden         . 
It is handmade and was given to Albert Nettleton, in 1924, a boy growing up on a 
farm at Tilmer, Saskatchewan. 
 

2. Inside the wicker carriage is a    . These are typical of the gifts which 
could be purchased from the nearest store, or through mail-order catalogues. 
________________ ranged in price, according to size, quality and style, from $0.25 
to $4.98.  The carriages were priced between $0.80 and $2.50. 
 

3. What is in the oven?           
 

4. How many Christmas cards can you find?        
 

 
Harness Shop 

5. Some toys were made of leather.  A piece of leather could be bought from the 
Harness Shop.  Can you think of an old-fashioned toy that was hand-made and used 
leather and wood in a V-shape?          

 
6. Bells were often fastened to leather at Christmas time.  Who were they attached to? 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

7. Can you name two Christmas songs with the word bell(s) in them?    
            
             

 
8. Notice the rings in the showcase counter. Long ago they were first made from bone, 

then celluloid and today of plastic. Young mothers would visit the Harness Shop to 
buy some of these rings for babies who were       .  
 
 

Livery Stable 
Play-time was often rare as children had chores to do.  The Livery Stable owners’ children 
may have had to clean the stable.  

9. How many horses are there?          
 

10. What are their names?           
  



 

Blacksmith Shop 
11. Many tools and metal toys could be made by the blacksmith. Notice the outside 

of the building.  Can you think of a game that could be played with the items in 
the small glass showcase?          
             

 
General Store 
A trip to the General Store before Christmas was always in order to purchase the 
candies, oranges and nuts that pioneer children regarded as special treats.  
 

12. Look through the window outside the shop and count:  
 

__________ books    __________  train set(s) 
__________ games   __________  teddy bear 
__________ dolls    __________  wagon(s) 

 
 

13. Find the stereoscope in the window.  If you look carefully, what picture do you 
see?              
Stereoscopes provided many hours of entertainment for prairie children, as cards 
were exchanged and “stereo” views admired.  

 
Hardware Store 
The goods that are displayed in the window of the Hardware Store beckon children out 
into the frosty air.  

14. When the slough ice froze smooth on a calm snowless night, the surface was 
perfect for the fun and frolic of a     party. 
How many kinds of ice skates do you see?        
 

15. In the middle of the window is a wooden game.  What is it called?    
             
This game came from the Forester family of Balcarres, SK,. who remembered 
that “king and queen” were surrounded by guards.  If a ball was hit just right, it 
would knock down all the guards in its path and spin around in such a way that it 
would knock down the king and queen too.  Each player used 12 balls in an 
attempt to down the pieces.  
How many balls do you count?      
How many are missing?       

  



 

Boomtown Station 
16. Toys did come in on the train. Some were mail-ordered from the Eaton’s 

catalogue by parents who knew what their young children wanted for Christmas. 
A toy has arrived.  The box is on the telegrapher’s desk. What is the name of the 
toy?              

 
Implement Shop 

17. John Deere, Massey-Harris… among a number of growing implement or farm 
machinery companies put out miniature replicas of farm machinery.  Enter the 
Agriculture Gallery and list two other types of tractors that may have put out toy 
replicas.            
             

 
Photo Studio 

18. What is the name of the toy in the showcase?        
 

19. Not only were indoor games fun but outdoors ones were as well.  List three kinds 
of outdoor games that you see in the photographs: 
A. _____________________________________ 
B. _____________________________________ 
C. _____________________________________ 

 
Imagine yourself in an old-fashioned costume. Draw what you would have looked like 
below:  
  



 

Bentley’s Dry Goods Store 
While children prayed for candy, nuts and toys, parents contemplated a new pair of 
black stockings or a new winter camp for these same little people.  
 

20. Look in the left window.  The latest in children’s fashion is proudly displayed.  
This set is made up of: (Circle the right words) 

 
MITTENS  MUFF   BOOTS  COLLAR 
PURSE  HAT   SCARF  SOCKS 
EARMUFFS  SKIRT   JACKET  STOCKINGS 
 

21. In the window as well, is a miniature       .  
 
Clock Shop 

22. Displayed in the clock shop windown on the small table is a  
    set.  

 
23. What colour is it?            

 
24. What material is it made of?         

These sets ranged in price from $0.25 to $1.00 in the 1908 Eaton’s catalogue. 
 
Toy Showcase 
This is located near the Eaton’s exhibit.  Draw one of the toys in the window that you 
would like to own.  Label what it is.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Once Upon A Christmas Display”  
Read the story of “The Boy Who Became Santa.” 
 
Transportation Gallery 
Imagine that you could turn any one of these cars into a toy. Which two cars would you 
pick? Why?             
             
              
  



 

Answers 
Telephone Operator’s House 

1. Train or locomotive 
2. Doll 
3. A turkey 
4. Six 

 
Harness Shop 

5. A slingshot 
6. Horses 
7. Varies 
8. Teething 

 
Livery Stable 

9. Two 
10. Prince and Princess 

 
Blacksmith Shop 

11. Horseshoes 
 
General Store 

12. 4 books 
1 train set 
5 games 
1 teddy bear  
2 dolls 
1 wagon 
 

13. Cats decorating a Christmas tree 
 
Hardware Store 

14. Skating; two kinds of skates 
15. “Fort”; there are nine balls, three are missing 

 
Boomtown Station 

16. “Tinkerpins” 
 
Implement Shop 

17. Answers will vary 
 
Photo Studio 

18. Stereoscope 
19. Hockey, baseball, curling, cycling 

 
Bentley’s Dry Goods 

20. Muff, hat, collar 
21. Sewing machine 

 
The Clock Shop 

22. Tea 
23. White with pink flowers 
24. Porcelain or china 


